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From Perth Barracks

(BY WES. DAVIS) s

Private Harvie Bruce Crosby,
who is in the signallers’ section
of Headquarters company, is a
native of Puslinch Township
and a son of Mr. and Mis. John
Crosby of Galt.

He was educated in the public

and high schools of Galt and
after completing his schooling
was an employee of the River-
side Silk Mills at Galt for about
SIX years. He came to Straf-
ford a little less than six years
ago to accept a position with
the Avalon Fabrics Limited
‘-\'hpre he was working when he
enlisted with the Perth Regi-
ment.
_ Mrs, Crosby was the former
Miss Audrey Hider of Stratford.
Private and Mrs. Crosby have
one son, Harvie Bruce. Their
home jg located at 444 Albert
street.
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. It seemed like a barracks of ihc]
days of 1914-18 today at the Perth
Headquarters for there was mili-

the spacious building. The music
was from the regimental brass
band, rehearsing under the leader-
ship of Corporal Steve Cordell, in
for the general in-

conducted Tuesday by Brigadier D.
J. Macdonald and his staff of head-
quarters of Military District No. 1

TLondon.
» % *

“Boy it sounds good to hear that|
music in the barracks’ “an_old|
‘sweat’” of the First Great War
i0ld the writer as we paused to

‘Peel” being played. During a lull
in the morning's work for the
handsmen-—cornetists Mitchell and
Greenfield; baritones Stears, Jones,
‘Beattie, Petersen; alto Bell: trom-
honists Baillie, Snider; base players

Cordell, Lee, Gibson, Wilton and
drummers Fischer and Haas —
someone broke out with a few

chords of “How Dry I Am?"
* L »

Tieut.-Col. S. H. McComb, officer
commanding the regiment, said to-
day that a slight change has bheen
made in the general arrangements
Tor the inspection by Brigadier D.
J. Macdonald, The companies will
be paraded to the Stratford armor-
ies on Waterloo street individually
and will be rigidly inspected there
hy the district officer command-
ing. Brigadier Macdonald will go
over two companies in the morning
and then will proceed to Perth bar-
raclks where he will m‘.‘:‘.pc('t the
quarters and stores. After lunch
with Lieut-Col. McComb and his
staff, Brigadier Macdonald \'1"\]1 re-
turn {o the Stratford armories to
complete the c‘on}\])al\y inspections.

Porth barracks is just about spot-
1ess today in preparation for the
most thorough {nspection the 1roops
fhave been called upon to unde-_r:.:o
since their mobilization last Sep-
tember, Pioneer Sergeani A, J
Whitehead has been supervising the
cleaning activities and today there
were upwards of 60 men attending

to odds and ends such ag scrubbing.
polishing and other household
duties. B

And while all the c]panipgy and
preparations for the Brigadier's in-
spection were going on Major M. W.
Andrew and Lieut. D, Ladore, who
are in charge of the troops' voling
in {he IFederal election now under-
way among Canadian Active Serv-
jece Force members in Canada, con-
{inued to register the men’s hallots.
Tt is estimated that by 5 p.m. today
nearly 400 men will bave cast bhallat
papers for candidates in many dif-
ferent constituencies throughout
ihe Dominion. There were. 189
voles deposltcd‘ S:gtun;dn‘y,

According to official word re-
ccived al the barracks there has
been an error made in ihe official
Jists used for the Federal election.
“1n the list of candidates supplied
by the Returning Officer there is
an error in the details of one candi-
date for Marquette, Manitoba. The
correct details are: James Allison
Glen, barrister, Russell,” the notice

reads. e

Capt. €. B. Awnel replaces Liecul.
1. A. Snelgrove on the regimental

audit board, it was learned today.|

proceed on furlough.
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Miller of “C" company are among

the latest members of the unit to

During Serg-

Fergusson's absence Lance

Corporal John Chesney is in

charge of the military police force.
s = 4

J. H. Carter, 10 Home street owns
a photograph of a group of Great
Wayr soldiers taken at Boulogne,
France, in 1916, The men were
members of the 34th Battalion and
the 10th Canadian Infantry Bat-
talion, Among the faces distinguish-
able in the picture which was
shown to the writer by Sergeant
W. H. Gardner, the regimental
shoemaker, is Sergeant A. J. White-
head, He's all decked out in white
trousers, apron and chef's hat. He
had been transferred from a trans-
port gang to a bakery with the field
battery.

Quartermaster Sergeant James
White, formerly of the 1st Hus-
cars, London, and a veteran of the
Great War, was a guest at the
Sergeants' Mess for dinner on Sun-
day. There were some 135 or 140
other guests at the Perths’ head-
quarters throughout the day. Many
citizens took advantage of the
spring-like weather to walk out to
the barracks. .

More than 500 officers and men
attended divine services at St.
Paul's church at 9.30 am, Sunday.
The service was conducted by the
rector, Rev, J. R. Thompson, who
weleomad the soldiers to the chureh.
The sermon was preached by the
padre, Hon. Capt. Norman McKay
who told of the Garden of Geth-
semane. St. Paul's chair was in
attendance and was augmented by
members of Lhe regimental choir.
Major Frank Walker presided at
the organ. "

This column has been asked to
jssue a challenge to any of the in-
dustrial or district O.H.A. teams
on behalf of the Perth Regiment
club. The soldiers would like an-
other game or two before putting
away their equipment for the sea-
gon. Any club interested in playing
the Perths may call the barracks.

. .

Private Wilfred Morley, who fo
merly was a member of the Perth
and who is now with the Royal Can
adian Regiment in Toronto Wi
home over the week-end. He sayt
ihat the troops who were mobilizec
in London are training at the R.C.R
depof in Toronto. “The quarters and
conditions in Toronto harracks arve
wonderful,” he says. The other
Siratford recruits with the R.CR's
{here are Frank O'Brien, Scotty
MacAllister, Reed Lamont, Harold
Hall, Ace Baker, Lloyd McKnight
and William M’anscr,ﬂ

= »

Privaie I,. J. Coulthard of D com-|

has been discharged irom
baracles hospital in Lon-
don while Lance Corporal R R
Creck of C company is out of the
Jocal barracks hospital. Private T,
(. Reith has been admitted to the
barracks hospital with a slight ill4
ness,

pany

- 'I -

Word from London is to the
that another detachment
troops recruited in L
ing the past ten days left on Satur-
dayv night to form part of the new
unit being organized at Lansdowne
Park, Ottawa, for overseas

of 34
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From Perth

When Private John B. Craw-
ford leaves Perth Barracks on
his furlough he will be bound
for the north and his parents'
home in Kapuskasing.

A member of “C” company,
which is under command of
Major M. W. Andrew, Private
Crawford is the only son of Mr,
and Mrs. Fred Crawford of
Kapuskasing. He was born in
Cochrane where the family
lived prior to going to Kapus-
kasing. At Cochrane Private
Crawford attended the public

school and the Presbyterian
church.
In civilian life the Yyoung

Perth was employed for about
three years in the lumber
camps operating in the districts
around his home. When war
broke out he went to Toronto in
the hope of getting into one of
the units there, When they were
filled up he came to Stratford.

Private Crawford says he likes

the army and he is pretty proud

of being a member of the local
unit.
L] L] -

This was one of the busiest days
in the history of the Perth Regi-
ment insofar as the personnel was
concerned, It marked no less than
three distinet events—a general in-
spection by Brigadier D. J. Mac-
donald of London, the beginning of
furlough for a portion of the unit
and pay day for all going away.

s v a

Added to this might be the fact
that for the first time in most of
their lives, the troops enjoyed army
hot cross buns with their meals to-
day. The special batch was the
work of Cook Sergeant F. Brown
who is also going on his holidays
this evening. About 100 dozen buns
were made from the old time recipe
which was cairied in this column
the other day.

L ¥

The Schneider hoys—Lance Cor-
porals Wilfrid and Eldon—of “B"”
company are going to their home
in Chesley for their two-weeks’
holiday. They will be joined by
Lance Corporal H. C. F. Blohm and
Private Robert Boyes. The four
have indicated they will take a side
trip over to Elmwood during their
furlough.

- » -
TLance Corporal C. Harvey tells
us he's going to visit his home in
St, Marys and then go down Brant-
ford way where all the letters have
bheen coming from lately. Sergeant
E. C. Le Conte will also strike out
for his Brantford home,
| - = 3
‘ Most of the non-permanent mili-
| tla units in this section of Ontario
are recruiting up to full strengih
|in the hope that they will be called
fupon to mobilize as regiments in
the Canadian Active Service Force.

The latest two to call for recruits
is the Highland Light Infantry of
Canada at Galt and the Essex Scot-

effect =

the district dur-

duty.

The new unit will be in the Royal

Canadian Army Service Corps and

will
G. C. McArthur of London,
e R e
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Major Beattie's letter tells of im-
m::dizlue reguirements for the Royal
Canadian Corps of Signals, Royal
Canadian Army Service C“m'ps(i 3‘:2

it a3 ijan Regiment an p
Royal Canadi g nE
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tish (Tank) of Windsor. When the|
Perth officers were in Kitchener|
recently they learned that the Scots!
Fusiliers of Canada are already up,
to strength. So are the Oxford |
Rifles of Woodstock. i

During the course of his general
inspection at the barracks at noon |
today Brigadier D. J. Macdonald
visited the men's kitchen and din- |
ing halls. He found the quarters in |
tip-top shape and was highly com- |

plimentary to Cook Sergeant F. |
Brown and his staff. {
a4 0w 1

Brigadier Macdonald looked over !
the daily menu which, for dinner, |
included roast beef. mashed pota-
toes, creamed carrots, bread and
butter, rice pudding and coffee.
When he observed that butter is
served three times a day—break-
fast, dinner and supper—Brigadier
Macdonala expressed surprise and
wondered how it is done under the
drmy rations. |

- & -

Cook Sergeant Brown had the |
answer to the 'rigadier’s butter |
question. Through the foresight of |
the quartermaster's department the |
kitchen at Perth barracks is equip-
ped with a small machine which '
slices a pound of butter into 43
little blocks. It provides a man |
with a sufficient quantity for each |
meal and thus it is possible to
spread the daily amount into|
enough for three meals. i

. o a

|
In glancing over the supper menu ]
Erigadier Macdonald noticed that
hot cross buns are on the menu
for this evening. He was informed
they were baked in the ovens of
the men's mess. The buns are be-
irg served -tonight so that it will
be possible for all the men to have
them before going away on fur-
lough.

.« & @

‘The writer could hardly believe
his eycs today when he was con- |
fronted by Pioneer Sergeant A. J.
Whitehead. The little fellow—a
veteran of the Great War — has
been wearing his old-style service
uniform ever since the unit mobil-
ized but on the occasion of the
general Inspection by Brigadier
Macdonald today, the sergeant
changed into “baitle dress.” wore
evervthing but his new trousers
and explained he is preserving the
creases in them for his furlough.

* a &

Reports were current in bar-
racks circles that today's visit by
Brigadier Macdonald is the fore-
runner to an inspection visit by
Major-General E. €. Ashton, in-
spector-general of Canadian forces. |
When he was here some weelks ago |
on an informal visit during which
he attended the assault-at-drms
staged by the Perths, the inspeet-
or-general indicated he would be

here Izate in DMarch or early i
April, i i
- ] -

Things moved speedily in bar-

racks following the inspection by
Brigadier Macdonald today. Troops
who are going on furlough, for
periods as long as 14 days, got busy
turning in their bedding and
equipment that they will not ve-
quire on leave. The men visited
the paymaster and received their
holiday money, in some cases the
men having an amount equal to a
month's pay.

- =

According to a contemporary the
tallest man in the Canadian army
is Guuncl' Hartley Craig of the
80th Field Battery, Royal Canadian
Artillery, stationed at Brantford.
He was married recently at Water-
ville, N.B., to a girl from that town
and after the cecemony they left
the New Brunswick centre for
Brantford. The 89th Battery was !
moved tc Brantford from the east
some time ago for training.
L L -

TLieut.” Herb Mason,
and intelligence
.Perths, received

recruiting
officer of the

a letter today

truck driv-'rom Major Russell Beattie, M.C.,

\hief recruiting officer in Militar
- District No. 1, with headquarters ﬂ.{
- sondon, stating that more men
rom Stratford district are required
or Canadian Active Service Force
anits, He says there has been a
noticeable decrease in the number
of volunteers from the city and
district of late. While many men
have been taken on by the units it
is the desire of the department to
compile a waiting list from which
imen_ will get first call when posi-
tions open. ;
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Sl:-rati;rd Men

In Service

. Near
of the Perth Regiment is a son
of Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Near of

Prl\'ut Clarence H.

168 Huron street, city. He was
born in Monkton on February
14, 1917, coming to Stratferd
when a child, Private Near at-
tended Avon public school and
Stratford Collegiate-Vocational
Institute. After completing his
schooling he followed the car-
pentry and electrical trades.
He is a member of St. John's
United Church. Prior to enlist-
ing with the local - Canadian
Active Service Force he did not
have any military experience.
Private Near and his wife, the
former Miss Daisy Patricia
Banks, make their home at 137
Caledonia street,

G L s

: Stratkord Men

l_n Service

Hugh Boldue, son of Mr. and
Mrs. C. D. Boldue, 51 Shrews-
bury street, city, is a wireless

telegrapher with the Royal
Canadian Navy., He has been
stationed at Hallfax where he is
in training, having volunteered
his services on September 20 at
Toronto. Wireless Telegrapher
Boldue was born in Stratford on
June 14, 1920, and was educated
at the Hamlet public school and

later at the Strattord Collegi-
ate-Vocational Institute. Be-
sldes his parents He has one
brother Alan and a sister Joyvee
living  here. ircless Tele-
grapher Bolduc's barracks is

. H.M.S. Stadacona, Halifax.

L il
Bl
aah Ml lt

¥ [aideTh

N Ja B

4
























	March 1 1940.pdf
	image00003.pdf
	image00004.pdf

	March 4 1940.pdf
	image00006.pdf
	image00007.pdf

	March 5 1940.pdf
	March 6 1940.pdf
	March 7 1940.pdf
	March 8 1940.pdf
	March 9 1940.pdf
	image00011.pdf
	image00012.pdf

	March 11 1940.pdf
	March 12 1940.pdf
	March 13 1940.pdf
	March 15 1940.pdf
	image00017.pdf
	image00018.pdf

	March 16 1940.pdf
	March 18 1940.pdf
	New Bookmark

	March 19 1940.pdf
	March 23 1940.pdf
	March 25 1940.pdf
	March 26 1940.pdf
	March 27 1940.pdf
	March 29 1940.pdf
	March 30 1940.pdf

