THE PERTH REGIMENT MASTER ROLL

SOME APOLOGIES AND AN APPEAL


First, an explanation to all of you who have searched our Master Roll in the recent past and found confusing entries – most of these problems were caused by a problem with data entry rollover and we trust have been corrected in this new version.  


An apology to all of you who consult this new version and fail to find the name you are looking for. Despite our very best efforts over many years, there is simply no simple method of collecting all the names of the regiment’s veterans. 


And, an apology to those who discover an error – the documents we have consulted are at times difficult to interpret and at other times, conflicting. We have done our best. To our knowledge, there is no extant single document that identifies every man who joined the 1st battalion of the regiment. Of course, if there had been, our efforts would not have been required. So, we have had to piece together information from a very wide variety of material – the War Diaries and their addendums; newspaper lists and articles; personal documents; from veterans and their relatives; Church Service bulletins; obituaries; captions of contemporary photographs and the text of Stan Scislowski’s wonderful memoir, “Not All of Us Were Brave.”


With four members making entries, it will be found that different methods of recording data have been employed. Hopefully, this will not prove too upsetting.


We urge anyone who has new or additional information or corrections to send it to us for inclusion.   

HOW TO USE THE ROLL


Software Oddities – Due to the Excel programme’s method of setting alpha-betical order, instead of ‘Mac’s’ and ‘Mc’s’ being clumped together before or after the ‘M’s,’ they are sorted within the ‘M’s.’  In the same manner, individuals with ‘St.’ as part of their surname are not sorted at the front of the ‘S’s.’ 


With the above exceptions, the Master Roll is in alphabetical order. Please be ready to cope with surname spelling variations. When we entered data from our sources, we often found names spelled differently. As well, the initials for given names at times appeared in different orders, such as W.L. on one document and L.W. on another. When such confusions were encountered, the alternate spellings are shown in the Surname column and the orders of initials in the Given Name column and the Service section of the roll. Naughty nicknames have not been included.


Once you find the name you are searching for, you may find his: regimental number; date of enlistment; highest rank achieved; specific service details; awards earned, if any; and hometown.


When reviewing the Service column, some entries will only be a date, such as “21Oct41.” In this case, the soldier’s name was found on a nominal roll taken prior leaving Camp Borden. The entry “Ericcson Nov43” means the sol-dier was aboard the SS John Ericcson for the voyage to Italy. See “Sources” below for a description of some other documents.


Note – to track the dates of entries, a complete date is shown for every year change, and following dates show only day and month until the next year change. Eg. 17Jan44 followed by 21Aug and 12Nov, then 06Jan45.


Many abbreviations have been employed in order to compress data. Please consult the list below for clarification.


The ranks shown are the highest known to have been achieved during Second War service. It will be seen that some men rose progressively in rank over time, while other see-sawed up and down and others retained the same rank throughout. This is typical of all regiments.


For soldiers who received recognition for acts of valour and/or outstanding service, please see the additional document for specific citations.

Abbreviations

2-I-C

Second-in-Command of a formation

3CDIRU
3rd Canadian Division Infantry Reinforcement Unit
3CIRU

3rd Canadian Infantry Reinforcement Unit
5CAD

5th Canadian Armoured Division

11CIB

11th Canadian Infantry Brigade (Perths, Irish, Capes supported 

by the PLF’s)

18 Set

a portable wireless set employed at the company level

“A” Echelon
see description below

Adjt

Adjutant (a knowledgeable junior officer who performs much of the 

administration of the regiment)

Amb

Ambulance

Bde

Brigade (an operational combination of three regiments and 

supporting units)

Bren

Bren Light Machine Gun issued one per Section and per Carrier
CAOF/COF
Canadian Army Occupation Force

CGRU

Canadian General Reinforcement Unit

CMHQ

Canadian Military Headquarters 

CO

Commanding Officer

Coy

Company (eg. rifle coy - three platoons and headquarters)

CSM

Company Sergeant Major

DIS

Died in Service (i.e. Not in action)

DonR

motorcycle Dispatch Rider

DOW

Died of Wounds

Ericcson
SS John Ericcson. American vessel that carried the regt to Italy

Fd

Field (i.e. Operational)

FRO

Field Return Officers (submitted with War Diaries)

HQ Coy
Regiment’s administration Company

Inc

Increment(men above the normal establishment strength of a unit)

IO

Intelligence Officer

KIA

Killed in Action

LO

Liaison Officer

LtFdAmb
Light Field Ambulance

NETD

Non-Effective Transfer Depot. No. 1 NETD was a unit that cleared 

personnel for return to Canada from the UK either for courses, on medical grounds, unfit for service, for release, posting to position in Canada, compassionate reasons or for escorting POWs.

NCO

Non-Commissioned Officer (L/Cpl, Cpl, L/Sgt, Sgt, CSM, RSM)

  NCOIC
NCO-In-Charge of a detachment or task

No.1

The operator of a weapon

No.2

The operator’s assistant

OC

Officer Commanding

Off

Officer

Perthonian
Regimental newspaper published postwar in Holland

PIAT

Projector Infantry Anti-Tank (fired a spring-launched, shaped 

charge) Usually issued one per platoon

Pl

Platoon (three platoons of ~25 men in each rifle company)

PRRU

Perth Regiment Reinforcement Unit (1942)

Pt1O

Part One Orders

RCAMC
Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps

RCCS

Royal Canadian Corps of Signals

RCEME
Royal Canadian Electrical & Mechanical Engineers

rft

reinforcement

RSM

Regimental Sergeant Major

SB

Stretcher Bearer

Scis

information from Stan Scislowski, his book and conversations 
Scis2

information collected by Stan’s son Jerry

Sec

Section [three sections of ~7 men in each rifle platoon)

Sigs

Signals 

SOS

Struck Off Strength

Supr

Supervisor, Auxiliary Services, eg. YMCA

Sp Coy
Support Company (Anti-Tank Pl, Carrier Pl, Mortar Pl, Pioneer Pl,

Scouts/Snipers Pl)

Sp Inc

Special, as in Special Increment (see below) 

Increment
Men above the normal establishment strength of a unit

TAC HQ
Tactical Headquarters (forward headquarters)

TOS

Taken On Strength

Trg

Training

Trp

Transport

WD

War Diaries (submitted to Headquarters every month)


Some Official War Diary abbreviations

From "System of Providing and Maintaining Personnel for the Canadian 
Army Overseas. Part III: Canadian Unit Guide to Documentation in a 
Theatre of War (Overseas)," Revised May 1944 
X-1: Prisoners of War (verified) 

X-2: all ranks under sentence of detention, imprisonment or penal 
servitude, except where sentence is committed. 

X-3: All ranks evacuated on medical grounds behind Regimental Aid Posts 
X-4: Unposted reinforcements belonging to the unit or corps 

X-5: All ranks on courses of 21 day or over in the theatre of war 
X-6: All ranks posted as missing 

X-7: All ranks seconded from the Canadian Army to other allied forces in the 

theatre of war 

X-8: All non-effectives held at Base Reinforcement Units whose return to 
the UK has been authorised 

X-9; All personnel held at Base Reinforcement Units, who, are not available as 

reinforcements and whose disposition has not yet been decided. 
X-I0: All reinforcement personnel attached away from reinforcements units 

under appropriate authority. 
Casualty lists used a number of unique codes: 
C - actual strength 
X - killed 

Y - wounded 

Z - missing 

ZR - missing rejoined 


CODES EMPLOYED FOR THE MILITARY DISTRICTS OF CANADA IN ARMY NUMBERS

D - QUEBEC 

G - NEW BRUNSWICK 
F - NOVA SCOTIA 

E - PRINCE EWARD ISLAND 
H - MANITOBA 

L - SASKATCHEWAN 

A - LONDON, ONTARIO 
C - OTTAWA, ONTARIO 
B - TORONTO, ONTARIO 
M - ALBERTA 

K - BRITISH COLUMBIA &. YUKON 
U - UNITED KINGDOM 

Some Dates of Note in the Regiment’s History
01Sep39
Germans invaded Poland; regiment mobilized as MG battalion

10Sep39
Canada Declared War

25May40
Regiment guarded Niagara frontier facilities

24Jul40
Trained at Camp Borden

25Nov40
Winter Quarters, Standard Barracks, Hamilton

17Apr41
Returned to training at Camp Borden

02Jun41
Regiment visited Stratford

03Oct41
Regiment departed Camp Borden

05Oct41
Regiment boarded SS Reina del Pacifico in Halifax

17Oct41
Regiment landed at Liverpool

20Oct41
At Chilton Foliat, Wiltshire

15Jan42
At Farnham near Aldershot

Mar42

Regiment designated a Motor battalion

01Apr42
In barracks at Aldershot

12Aug42
At Pippingford Park, Sussex

21Oct42
At Hove on the Channel

29Dec42
At Pippingford Park, Sussex

15Jan42
At Uckfield, Sussex

16Jan43
Regiment redesignated as a Rifle battalion

19Jan43
First parade of 11th Infantry Brigade

14Feb42
Exercise Spartan

Mar43

Perths joined 5CAD

03Jul43
At Hunstanton, Norfolk

Aug43

Perths redesignated from Motor regiment to line infantry

19Aug43
At Barton Stacey, Wiltshire

14Oct43
At Eastbourne, Sussex

27Oct43
Sailed from Liverpool on the SS John Ericcson

08Nov43
Landed at Naples and marched to Afragola

15Nov43
Miserable, rundown, vehicles taken on from 7BAD

17Jan44
The Arielli - Perths & Cape Breton Highlanders attack 




Regiment’s Casualties – Killed, 3 off, 27 OR; wounded, 62; 



captured, 28

05Feb44
Orsogna - short round strikes B. Coy at meal time




Killed, 14; wounded, 23 – of which 5 died

09Apr44
Moved into lines at Cassino

21Apr44
Suffered heavy shelling




Killed, 5; wounded, 7

24May44
Crossed Melfa River

27May44
Crossed Liri River, captured Ceprano




Killed, 4; wounded, 27

28-29May44
Captured Pofi and Arnara

19Jun44
Padre Crawford-Smith led party to Arielli battlefield

30Aug44
Captured Points 111 & 147, Gothic Line

01Sep44
Defended Point 204, Gothic Line

13Sep44
Captured Coriano Ridge

Oct44

Abortive operation at the Fiumicino River




Killed and wounded, ~100

24Oct44
Crossed Savio River

04Nov-01

  Dec44
Urbino rest centre

10Dec44
Crossed the Lamone River

19Dec44
Crossed Fosso Munio




Killed, 32; wounded, 49

02-06Jan45
Lake Comacchio - Conventello/Canale Bonifica/Casal Borsetti

12Jan45
Withdrawn from action in Italy

20Feb45
News of move to NW Europe

05Mar45
At Kemmel, Belgium

03Apr45
Captured Driel, Holland

15-18Apr45
Ijsselmeer - Arnhem to Harderwijk

23Apr-01

  May45
Delfzijl – Holwierde, Krewerd, Nansum, Biesum

05May45
Ceasefire in Holland

08May45
VE-Day

26Nov45
Plaque of appreciation presented to town of Sneek

27Nov45
Departed Sneek for Canada

14Jan46
Docked at New York City

16Jan46
Final Parade at Stratford

Sources Consulted

Dec39

A series of panoramic photographs of A. Coy (Waterloo); B. Coy

(Bruce); C. Coy (Huron); D. Coy (Perth) and HQ Coy. War Diary, Vol. V.

16-27Sep40
A panoramic photograph of those who attended the Thames 

Valley Camp, which hangs in the RC Legion Harriston branch and only shows the names of men whose homes were local to Harriston (contributed by John Pletsch, nephew of Floyd Walters and Ron Smith, manager, RCL Branch Harriston)

1940?

Photograph of a platoon of D. Coy, perhaps at Borden (contributed

by Robert Taylor, son of George Taylor. Cited as Taylor)

21Oct41
Nominal Roll from Camp Borden published on this date in the 

Stratford Beacon-Herald

Jun42

Panoramic photo with handwritten identification of the men on 

the back, including their nicknames. C. Company, Perth Regiment (Motor) England June 1942

04Aug43-

05Jan45
Stanley Scislowski, Not All of Us Were Brave (Toronto: Dundurn) 

Cited as (Scis)

Nov43

A nominal roll of the berthing aboard the SS John Ericcson

01Oct43-


28Nov45
A collection of the Perth Regiment’s War Diaries with some Field 

Returns Officers; some Field Returns Other Ranks; some Part I Orders; some Part II Orders and some patrol and action reports and other Appendices

23Aug44
B. Company Organization. A company roll dated 23Aug, but,  

judging from various notations, the roll was used as the basis for record keeping until at least 13Sep.

03Dec44
Honour Roll for a service held in Stratford by the Perth Regiment’s 2nd (Reserve) Battalion at St. James' Church, Stratford.

(Lira)
Undated signatures on an Italian 100 Lira banknote

10Jul-

  24Nov45
The Perthonian newsletter was published during this time span.

08Jan46
Final Daily Order, Part II Orders, 08Jan46

(Scis2)

Citation used for information gained from Stan’s son, Jerry 

Scislowski in discussion with various veterans and their families. 

(Letters)
Fred and Norah Egener, Joan Barfoot, ed. A Time Apart - Letters 
of Love and War (Owen Sound: Ginger Press, 1995)
(IODE)

“Gathering our Heroes”, Chatham-Kent WWI and WWII 

Enlistments, Chatham branch of IODE Project.

(CNR)

Unit Casualty Nominal Roll, 24Jul45 (found in War Diary)

(Scott)

List provided by Fred Scott of Perths temporarily assigned as 

muleskinners in April 1944 in support of the Royal Sussex Regiment

(Boomsa)
Translation by Martin Boomsa of Van Canada Tot Dollard Tou…

De Bevrijdingsgevechten Aan Eems en Dollard, 15 april -2 mei 1945 door M.H. Huizinga en H. Doornbos (Uitgeverij Actief Scheemda, 1985)

(Traquair)
List of men on leave in Traquair, Peeblesshire, Scotland in 1942 & 


43 contributed by Elma Fleming, 04Mar18.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Regimental Structure

Source: http://www.canadiansoldiers.com/tactical/infantrybattalion.htm
Echelons
The battalion was further divided into Echelons. 
"F" (for "fighting") Echelon consisted of the rifle companies and support companies, and were located in the front line. As well, fighting transport and supplies, along with battalion headquarters, were considered part of "F" Echelon. 
"A" Echelon was located three to five miles behind "F" echelon and held quartermaster stores, repair equipment, spare transport and supplies, the rear battalion HQ (where records were kept; the paymaster was also located here). "A" echelon was under brigade control. 
"B" Echelon, under divisional control, held the Headquarters Company headquarters, dental staff, personnel Left Out of Battle (LOB - see below), and was where kit was stored. 
Left Out of Battle (LOB)
The battalion in action operated with a Left Out of Battle (LOB) system that allowed for the battalion to be rebuilt in the case of a disastrous battle; the concept had been pioneered during the First World War. If heavy casualties resulted from a battle, the key personnel could be used as a cadre to reform the battalion around. 
Before each major action, key personnel would be designated LOB. If a company commander led his company in an attack, his second in command would be left behind at "B" Echelon. The system was instituted at all levels; if the CO was in action, the second-in-command would be LOB. Individual rifle sections would sometimes designate one or two riflemen LOB. 
Casualties, too, dictated how many men could be put into a particular action. 
Official establishments for platoons and companies were often restructured by Canadian infantry battalions once they saw action, and many changes, both official and unofficial, became common. 
Due to these factors, the organizational charts shown on the other pages of this website should be taken as a general guide only. 
Battalion Organization - 1942
The typical late war organization was as follows: 
· Battalion Headquarters (36 officers, 809 other ranks) 
· Orderly Room 
· Medical Section 
· Intelligence Section 
· Provost Section 
· Headquarters Company 
· No. 1 (Signals) Platoon 
· No. 2 (Administration) Platoon 
· Support Company 
· No. 3 (Mortar) Platoon 
· No. 4 (Carrier) Platoon 
· No. 5 (Anti-Tank) Platoon 
· No. 6 (Pioneer) Platoon 
· A Company 
· No. 7 Platoon 
· No. 8 Platoon 
· No. 9 Platoon 
· B Company 
· No. 10 Platoon 
· No. 11 Platoon 
· No. 12 Platoon 
· C Company 
· No. 13 Platoon 
· No. 14 Platoon 
· No. 15 Platoon 
· D Company 
· No. 16 Platoon 
· No. 17 Platoon 
· No. 18 Platoon 
Rifle Battalions - Late
The Infantry battalion (rifle) in World War Two numbered 801 officers and men by 1944. A Scout and Sniper Platoon was added to Battalion Headquarters, under the Intelligence Officer. Perhaps the largest change during the war was the addition of Support Company to accommodate the large number of support weapons that became necessary to ensure the success, and even survival, of the battalion on the modern battlefield. 
The battalion had much in the way of its own support weapons, including 2-inch mortars, a platoon of 3-inch mortars, and a platoon of anti-tank guns. Each Infantry Section of 10 men had its own Bren light machine gun, but heavier machineguns (the Vickers) and 4.2-inch Mortars were held by support battalions at the divisional level and did not form part of the infantry battalion. 
The infantry battalion of the Second World War was mechanized to a great degree, but the infantrymen still had to walk everywhere they went - each platoon had a single 15cwt truck to store its equipment on - not enough for troop lift. For long moves, Troop Carrying Vehicles (TCVs) pooled at the divisional level were assigned to units as needed. 
Battalion transport consisted of, typically, 33 bicycles, 27 motorcycles (with all officers being required to know how to use them), 3 caravans, 9 jeeps (1/4 ton trucks), 1 15-cwt water truck, 28 15-cwt trucks, 13 60-cwt trucks, 12 Loyd carriers, and 26 universal carriers. 
An Infantry Company, consisting of 5 officers and 122 other ranks, had a wide variety of weapons including rifles, Sten machine carbines (from 1942 on), Bren light machine guns, 2-inch Mortars, and anti tank weapons (at first the Boys Anti-Tank Rifle and later the Projector, Infantry, Anti-Tank (PIAT)). 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Lance Sergeant was an appointment in the Canadian Army up until Unification.

A soldier with the rank of corporal could be appointed lance-sergeant. He received the pay of a corporal, but wore the rank insignia of a sergeant and was permitted to belong to the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess. The appointment could also be removed by the Commanding Officer at any time without administrative action, which was not the case for a substantive sergeant.

In the period between the end of the Second World War and Unification, the Canadian Army allowed 6 percent of corporals to be appointed as lance sergeants. The intent was to allow commanding officers to test certain corporals for possible promotion by giving them responsibilities at the Senior NCO level. As substantive promotions were centrally controlled by Army HQ, employment as a lance sergeant was seen to be beneficial to career NCOs.

It was not uncommon in this period for NCOs to hold the appointment, and have to revert to corporal upon posting to another unit.

After Unification, the appointments of Lance Sergeant and Lance Corporal were terminated; the former Navy and Air Force personnel did not have such appointments in their unique rank structure and apparently were unhappy at the idea of relinquishing appointments at the discretion of a CO.

Rank insignia for lance sergeants was a standard 3-bar chevron. In the Royal Canadian Artillery, substantive sergeants were permitted to wear a gun badge over the chevron; lance sergeants were not permitted to do so.
Employment

In Anti-Tank Platoons of Second World War Infantry Battalions, three of the gun crews would be commanded by sergeants, the other three by lance sergeants.
